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West-Central-South Europe Study Guide 

Northern European Plain- broad coastal plain that stretches from the Atlantic into Eastern Europe 

North Sea- large body of water to the north of West-Central Europe 

English Channel- narrow waterway between the United Kingdom and West-Central Europe 

Navigable river- river that is deep and wide enough for ships to use 

Polder- series of dams constructed in the Netherlands to reclaim land that was underwater for living and farming 

Massif Central- means “solid mass” and refers to the large plateau region in the middle of France 

Danube and Rhine- West-Central Europe’s two main rivers.  The Danube is Europe’s longest river. 

Marine West Coast Climate- the majority of West-Central Europe’s climate type 

Alps- the Alps are a major resource in the region because they bring many tourists to help support the economy 

Chancellor- prime minister elected by Parliament who runs the government in Germany 

Cantons- districts of Switzerland’s federal republic 

Berlin Wall (ESSAY QUESTION)- wall built to separate East and West Germany b/c they wanted different governments.  

West was democratic and East was communist.  The wall came down after communism fell apart in the Soviet Union. 

European Union (EU)- a political and economic organization of 27 European countries created in 1993 

NATO- a military committee created between N. America and Europe after WWII.  Later other countries have joined. 

Mediterranean Sea- sea that borders Southern Europe 

Pyrenees- mountain range separating Spain and France 

Apennines- mountain range running along the Italian Peninsula 

Alps- Europe’s highest mountains, located in northern Italy 

Iberian Peninsula-  3 peninsulas that make up Southern Europe are the Iberian, Balkan and Italian 

Mediterranean Climate- the climate type of most of Southern Europe 

Parliamentary monarchy- form of government in which a king shares power with an elected parliament 

Basques- an ethnic group that lives in the Pyrenees Mountains and has its own language and culture 

Flamenco- popular dance in Spain 

Holocaust: 1. Hitler targeted Jews, homosexuals, handicapped, gypsies  2. The “night of broken glass” was first acts of 

violence against Jews  3.  Ghettos were created to house Jews before being sent to work camps  4.  Mobile killing units were 

replaced by gas chamber death camps to kill more Jews faster  5.  Hitler committed suicide before being caught 


